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During seven nights, the prisoner Pacífico Pérez will recall his life, guided by the
questions he is asked by Doctor Burgueño, physician of the prison hospital where he
is hospitalised. Pacifico’s father, grandfather, great grandfather filled his childhood
with an obsession about their wars – the civil war, the war of Africa and the Carlist war
– and wanted to make him a part of lost glories, perhaps to emulate the latter. Even
though Pacifico is ingenuous and extremely sensitive, he will also end up killing in an
unexpected, sudden and senseless way. 
All along the intermittent story of this young village man, of incorruptible candour and
almost sickly sensitivity, the reader becomes aware of a violent, confronted country
and a society that generation after generation, cannot live without a war to wage.
“Every man has his war, just like every man has a woman”; this is the conclusion
reached by the naive Pacífico Pérez, who for no apparent reason, alien to a society in
which he has not learned, or wanted, to integrate, will die crushed by those who
dictate its rules.
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