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[THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST]
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(REDESCENA)

The Importance of Being Earnest is one of the sharpest and amusing portraits of
social hypocrisy ever written. Only three months after the play’s premier, Oscar
Wilde’s glorious career was ruined by a two-year prison sentence for indecency in his
private life.

Wilde wrote a perfect allusion full of dramaturgical wisdom and vital intelligence. With
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simple dialogues he succeeded in having truth explode in the face of spectators, who
feel permanently questioned.

Love, desire, one’s origins, commitment, hypocrisy, identity and above all freedom:
the author’s most highly valued freedom to be who he was and the reason he was
found guilty. This feeling of freedom that is present throughout the performance is
particularly present in Gwendolen and Cecily, two female characters who live their
dreamed about life with the same, or greater, intensity than their real life. Where do
we set our individual limits? Why do we censor ourselves? How can we succeed in
being true to ourselves?

Even though this is a luminous comedy, in The Importance of Being Earnest there is
also a strong death instinct. More than one hundred years since writing this play,
Wilde tells us how living is deeply connected to the fact that (as far as we know) it
happens only once, and that our “presence” in this world is only meaningful if we
succeed in being free.




